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Using In-Text Citations

When you are writing a research paper, specific arguments that come for a reliable source will make your writing more convincing.  Without logical facts (evidence), your opinions have no validity.  When using direct/indirect quotations from a passage, it is import to CITE where your information came from (you need to give the author credit – otherwise, you are plagiarizing!)
When citing a source, it is important to credit the author and the page/paragraph from where the information came from.

In-Text Citations

Internet sources typically have no page or paragraph numbers, and web sites often list no author, people are often confused about how to refer to these sources within their papers.  

When using a quote in your research paper, follow these simple directions to give credit to your source:

1. Cite the author’s name whenever possible or use the source’s title.
2. If no page or paragraph is provided, leave that portion of the citation blank.

3. Keep in mind the primary purpose of an in-text citation is simply to point readers to the correct entry on the Works Cited Page. 

Example:

When using a quotation, you need to be sure to imbed the quotation into a sentence, and cite the source.  Here is one way to use a quotation in your writing:

The Supreme Court must reconsider its original decision to allow the Navy to continue sonar testing.  This new and improved law is asking the court to limit the decibel range, because according to scientists, “the maximum limit for underwater sonar should be 183 dB” (Peele 1).   Clearly this limit must be set because at a sonar trial, led by the Navy, where the decibel levels were set    high, it resulted in the beaching of 17 whales (1).  



Author’s last name and page number or paragraph number.





        Note:  When you have a 2nd citation by the same author, you just need the page or paragraph number…  





…this is only when the same author is used consecutively!








